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The Honorable Leo J. Ryan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Ryan: 


. Thank you for your letter of June' 9 
information on the location of the Soviet 
fleets in the Pacific. 


requesting unclassified 
and Japanese whaling 


for but it t is h the r hP^ nS , e may bS precise th an you had hoped 
tu ft 1s the best we can provide in an unclassified mode 

Maryland is C can a Ms'' e f llanC -J" f °™ at1on Center at Sl| itland, 

tKoWel whaf^g e J ee t™ P 9 CUSSlf, ' ed p0s1t1on "Ports »" 


I would be happy to request these reports for your nerusal nr 
you may want to deal with the Center directly. We at CIA also are 

fishing'industrv ^nd b ” efi " gS ^ and Ja anese* 

be helpful h mantirne otters if you feel they would 
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STANSFIELD TURNER 
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Soviet and Japanese Whaling Operations in the Pacific 


The Soviet Union and Japan, the two largest whaling nations, 
captured over 25,000 whales during the 1975-76 season, or about 85% 
of the total harvested. Using floating factory ships attended by . 
catcher vessels and spotter aircraft, their fleets can pursue whales 
around the world. 

The USSR's whaling fleet ranks first in the world in size and 
consists of four mother ships and approximately 90 catcher boats 
totaling about 175,000 GRT. It operates in the Antarctic Ocean 
and in the Pacific Ocean near the Aleutian, Kurile and Commander 
Islands. The Japanese fleet, although the second largest in the 
world, is only about half the size of the Soviet fleet, consisting 
of three mother ships and about 45 catcher vessels totaling close, 
to 90,000 GRT. It too operates mostly in the Antarctic and Pacific 
Oceans, although coastal whaling off of Japan is also prominent. 

We have no detailed information on the current location of the 
Soviet and Japanese whaling fleets in the Pacific. Soviet whaling 
operations in the Pacific Ocean -- which generally consist of two 
mother ships and around 20 catcher boats — have, however, been 
traditionally concentrated in the area between Guam, the Aleutian 
and the Hawaiian islands between 1 May and 31 July. In August, the 
Pacific operations follow the migratory patterns of whales along the 
US west coast and Alaska. Soviet whaling in the Pacific normally 
ends in September or October, when the fleet returns to Soviet ports 
and is readied for Antarctic operations between October and May. 

Japanese whaling operations are generally in the same areas of 
the Pacific, although its fleet is centered closer to Japan. Cur- 
rently, there are an estimated 10 Japanese whaling vessels operating 
in the North Pacific, including one and possibly two mother ships. 
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LETTER TO: The Honorable Leo J. Ryan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


C - / 7 - 7 7 
Date 


CONCUR: 

ly/ "A 

'’/Deputy Director for Intelligence 

/ 


STAT 


Distribution: 

Orig - Addressee 
1 - DCI w/basic 
1 - DDCI w/basic 
1 - ER w/basic 
1 - OLC w/basic 
1 - DDI w/basic 
1 - D/OER w/basic 
1 - Ch ief CSS w/basic 
DDI/CPS/CSSj 


17 June 1977) 
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June 9, 1977 
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WASHINGTON OFFICE: H 
LV/ Cannon House Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 
(202) 225-3531 

DISTRICT OFFICE* D 
1720 South Amhhl&tT Blvd. 
Surra 213 

San Matf.o, California 94402 
(415) 349-1978 


Admiral Stansf.ield Turner 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

t 

Dear Admiral Turner: 

Without inquiring into classified matters, would 
you please inform me as precisely as possible as to the 
whereabouts of the Russian and Japanese whaling fleet 
in the Pacific commencing on June 15, 1977 through 
July 31, 1977. 

I would appreciate your efforts to give this 
request immediate consideration. 


Sincerel 




t _ — 
LEO- J. Ry/iN (J 

Member of Congress 


LJR: j s 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 


Office of Legislative Counsel 


OLC //77-2407/a 
1 4 JUN 197/ 


Honorable Leo J. Ryan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Ryan: 


This acknowledges receipt of your letter of 9 June to 
the Director requesting any unclassified information as to 
the vzhereabouts of the Russian and Japanese whaling fleets 
in the Pacific from 15 June 1977 to 31 July 1977. 

Available information is being reviewed and we will 
provide a response to you as soon as possible. 


. Sincerely, 


George L. Gary 
Legislative Counsel 


cc: DDI 
ER 
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